
  

 

Open Gardens Victoria is a not-for-profit organisation that promotes the benefits of gardens and gardening by 
assisting garden owners to open their private gardens to the public. Monies raised at the gate are shared between 

OGV and the garden owner – whose share is often directed to charity. Surplus OGV funds are allocated to 
horticultural, educational or community projects. 

Mullum Waters 
The owners of this garden believe in giving something back to nature. They have created 
a garden with an emphasis on indigenous plants, informal design, large bodies of water 
and an unfussed attitude to maintenance that provides excellent habitat for many native 
species from native bees to frogs, birds and even snakes. The billabong and its waterway 
are the tranquil heart of the garden and on an early spring day, the air is filled with frog 
song and fragrance. 

This large garden was once a bare block of pasture grass. The owners are passionate 
Australian plants people and wanted a habitat garden for native birds and animals. Thirty 
years ago, they approached their first landscape designer, Douglas Blyth, who planted 
groups of Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora) near the house, with an emerging high 
canopy allowing for views down the slope. 

Today, the whole block is planted throughout with native species, especially acacia – Bill’s 
favourites. The borrowed landscape around Mullum Mullum Creek blends seamlessly and 
makes the garden feel even larger than one acre. A naturalistic lake (Blyth’s design) is at 
the base of the property, accessed by a curved walkway with handrail. It is filled with 
bulrushes (Cumbungi sp.) and other native water plants and is home to frogs, nesting 
ducks and other birds and wildlife. 

In 2017, Phillip Johnson Landscapes were invited to convert the former swimming pool, 
set below the house and in front of the lake, into a billabong – this is now a peaceful, 
established oasis. Water – fed by rainwater downpipes – flows from under the house in a 
little creek, and beneath timber boardwalks to finally cascade over a rocky ledge into the 
billabong. Granite boulders are placed naturalistically in and around the water, resting on 
Dromana toppings as if they have always been there. There are several areas for sitting 
and listening to the call of frogs and the movement of water. Much of the planting is of 
species indigenous to the area and several large wattles make a great display as you look 
back up the hill to the house. 

Walking down to the end of the property everything is left to form habitat for creatures, 
including lots of fallen bark and branches, and the paths are very informal, narrow and 
uneven. Likewise, the front garden is steep, terraced at the end with a retaining wall, and 
planted with many indigenous plants, and there is a propagating area at the side of the 
house. 

Please note: 

● At the base of the property are vegetative hazards with narrow and uneven paths. 
The front garden, from the street, is steep and terraced at the end. 

Other places of interest which you may wish to visit in the local area include: 
• Walk along Mullum Mullum Creek Trail (at bottom of the garden).  


