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Open Gardens Victoria is a not-for-profit organisation that promotes the benefits of gardens and gardening by assisting garden owners to 
open their private gardens to the public. Monies raised at the gate are shared between OGV and the garden owner – whose share is often 

directed to charity. Surplus OGV funds are allocated to horticultural, educational or community projects. 

 

 
David and Melinda Wilson purchased 35 Hoven Drive 
on the 1st April 2000: Lot 5 (5 acres) and Lot 2 (2 
acres). It was registered as a Bed and Breakfast, 
called Hoven Homestay when they took over. With two 
young children and both working full time, they 
decided to put their efforts into the gardens and 
choosing not to operate a bed and breakfast. 

 
They initially contacted a Landscape Architecture firm 
in Melbourne for plans for a formal garden. With gum 
trees lining the driveway, box hedges lining the 
immediate pools, pool pumps to be removed and 
vegetable gardens beneath the clothes line. The firm 
did not get the go ahead with both their impractical and 
expensive ideas so the Wilsons decided to start 
themselves. 

The first major project they undertook was eradication of the blackberries and Pussy Willows that were 
chocking the natural waterway through the bottom of their property. 

Shortly after a niece asked to get married in the gardens, so the next big project commenced – this time with 
the assistance of a local landscaper. The pools were already in place, however there was only one row of 
concrete pavers surrounding the edges, the rest was soil and minimal grass. The back retaining wall featured 
railway sleepers and a mixed garden, predominately daisies. It was decided to excavated the retaining wall 
2-3 meters back from the pool and allow room for the 
current gazebo. This project saw the current pool 
area being concreted and then Daniel Robertson clay 
pavers being laid. The Pencil Pines (Cupressus 
sempervirens 'glauca') were put in due to their shape 
in framing the area. The retaining walls to the left side 
of the house were also completed during this project.  

 
 
In 2003 the Wilsons decided to reopen the Bed and 
Breakfast as Montfort Manor, and whilst work was 
happening on the inside to convert rooms to the 
standard they wanted, they engaged another local 
landscaper to help out with beautifying the front area 
of their home. Over 1 million cubic metres of fill was 
brought in to extend and raise the level of the 
driveway, in so doing to give the house more 
presence.  
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Twenty-six Bradford variety Manchurian Pear trees 
with under-planting of agapanthus saw a more formal 
look to the entrance. The roundabout and pond were 
also put in at this point and a parking area for guests. 
In December 2003 Montfort Manor opened with two 
rooms, Windsor and Napoleon Suites. 

The last major project thee owners took on was the 
beautification of the waterway and existing pond. By 
cleaning up and shaping this area it appears more 
lake-like. Hundreds of trees were planted, however 
not all survived in the heavy clay conditions. 
Walkways were also put in to complement the 
experience for guests. 

During this project the 70-plus rose bushes were 
planted and the concrete paths leading down to the 
water way. The tennis court and car parking areas 
were also completed. 

 

The Wilsons have employed part-time gardeners to 
assist them over the years to maintain their 
gardens. Although fairly low maintenance they 
have done this due to their work commitments, 
family and community involvement.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


