
 GARDEN NOTES 

Open Gardens Victoria is a not-for-profit organisation that promotes the benefits of gardens and gardening by 
assisting garden owners to open their private gardens to the public. Monies raised at the gate are shared between 

OGV and the garden owner – whose share is often directed to charity. Surplus OGV funds are allocated to 
horticultural, educational or community projects. 

 

FAIRHAVEN 

(A Home among the Gum trees) 

 

In 1971 we were given the opportunity to purchase a five-acre lot in the west end of 
Traralgon, then known as the Shire of Traralgon. 

It was one of six, five-acre allotments in the area surrounded by Wilga Crescent. All the 
blocks were completely free from trees and other ‘obstacles’. We chose the front south-
eastern block on the corner of Traralgon West Road and Wilga Crescent. 

In 1973 we decided to build our home in the south-east corner facing Wilga Cres where 
town water ended. We had to connect electricity power to the area before things could 
begin. 

When we moved into the home in 1974, we became aware of the strong westerly winds 
so we decided to plant trees around the house for protection. 

Possibly the area of our house and trees was around one acre. 

We have now been here for 42 years and the garden has grown/evolved naturally with 
plantings of a variety of plants – other trees, shrubs and areas of interest, such as a rose 
arbor, Japanese garden, dam, mound, ponderosa (rest and entertainment area), 
courtyard, and a variety of seating areas to take in the sights. 

The area of house and landscape is now possibly two acres in size, with driveways and 
grassed areas dividing up the areas. The garden is always a work in progress with much 
maintenance and plantings to be undertaken. 

We chose the name FAIRHAVEN (Home among the gum trees) FAIR(Fairley) and 
HAVEN(home) as our family residence, as it is the home of the Fairleys surrounded by 
gum trees. 

May you enjoy your stroll through our garden. 

 

Dianne and Adrian Fairley 


